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s y n o p s i s

d i r e c t o r ’ s  s t a t e m e n t
I  Cu t  I  i s  an  adap ta t i o n  o f  a  b l og en t r y  f rom an o l d  schoo lma te  o f  m i ne .   I t  i s  au tob iog raph i ca l  
and t h us ,  qu i t e  rea l .   I  t r i ed  to  s tay  t r ue  to  wha t  she wro te ,  bu t  a l so  t r i ed  to  convey a v i s ua l l y  
compe l l i ng  s to r y  s i n ce t he re i s  no d ia l og o r  i n t e rac t i o n  w i t h  o t he r  cha rac te r s .

Wh i l e  p repar i ng  t he  p ro jec t ,  I  resea rched se l f - ha rm and se l f -mu t i l a t i o n .   A l t hough I  was 
aware t ha t  peop le  do t h i s  regu l a r l y ,  I  j u s t  d i dn ' t  k now t ha t  i t  was more common t han  I  had 
f i r s t  t hough t .

I  Cu t  I  exp lo res  a n i gh t  i n  t he  l i f e  o f  a  cu t t e r.   A l t hough ,  t h i s  i s  no o rd i na ry  n i gh t  o f  se l f - ha rm .  
Wha t  I sabe l l e  exper i ences  t h i s  pa r t i c u l a r  even i ng  i s  a  newfound ,  he i gh tened l eve l  o f  p l easu re 
t h rough cu t t i ng  t ha t  changes he r  l i f e .



p r o d u c t i o n  n o t e s
The cu t t i ng  scenes had to  fee l  rea l  so  I  spen t  some t ime research i ng  how to  ach i eve e f fec -
t i ve  l ook i ng  sho t s  w i t h  b l ood .   I  a l so  wan ted to  exper imen t  w i t h  t he  v i s ua l s  du r i ng  t he  cu t t i ng  
scene fo r  a  he igh tened sense o f  eupho r i a .   Fo r  t ha t ,  we used an A r r i  1 6 s ,  wh i c h  i s  a  regu l a r  
1 6mm f i lm  fo rma t  camera w i t h  a  va r i ab l e  mo to r.   The g ra i n y  l ook a l ong w i t h  t he  f l u c t ua t i ng  
speed he lped us  ge t  images t ha t  wou ld  con t ras t  aga i n s t  t he  smoo t h ,  d i g i t a l  f ee l  o f  t he  res t  
o f  t he  f i lm .



m a y a  s t o j a n  -  i s a b e l l e  t e s l a
Maya S to jan  was bo rn  and ra i sed i n  Geneva ,  Sw i t ze r l and by a S r i  Lankan mo t he r  and Czech 
fa t he r.   She moved to  Los  Ange les  to  pu r sue he r  ac t i ng  ca ree r  i n  2008 a f te r  rece i v i ng  a 
Bache lo r s  degree i n  F i ne  A r t s  i n  Ac to r  t ra i n i ng  a t  t he  Ha r t t  Schoo l  o f  Thea t re  and Mus i c  i n  
Connec t i c u t .

Maya recen t l y  s ta r red ,  as  t he  l ead i ng  l ady ,  i n  " E lwood "  oppos i t e  Ron Pear lman ,  B r uce Dav i -
son ,  D . B .  Sweeney ,  M i chae l  Rooke r  and many more .  E lwood i s  a  f i lm  na r ra ted by Ma l co lm Mc-
Dowe l l  and d i rec ted by Lou i s  Mandy l o r.   Maya a l so  go t  t he  l ead i ng  ro l e  i n  " The Fa i t h f u l "  ( co -
d i rec ted by Ch r i s  Wax and Jason K rop i k ) ,  wh i c h  i s  a  f i lm  abou t  U . S .  mar i nes  who f i nd  t hem-
se l ves  engu l f ed i n  t he  war  zone i n  Fa l l u jah ,  I r aq .



d i n o  d u m a n d a n  -  w r i t e r / d i r e c t o r
Los  Ange les  na t i ve ,  D i no  Dumandan ,  i s  a  wr i t e r ,  d i rec to r ,  and composer .   Usua l l y  on  t he  
pos t -p roduc t i o n  s i de o f  t h i ngs ,  compos i ng  f i lm  sco res ,  he has  recen t l y  moved to  beh i nd  
t he  camera to  d i rec t .   W i t h  a  backg round i n  pho tog raphy t ha t  s ta r t ed i n  t he  h i gh  schoo l  
da rk rooms ,  be i ng  beh i nd  t he  camera comes na t u ra l l y .   D i no  hopes to  sha re s to r i e s  w i t h  
eve ryone and ga rne r  a few fans  a l ong t he way .

No t  on l y  does D i no  c rea te  fo r  t he  s i l ve r  sc reen ,  he has  a l so  wr i t t e n  mus i c  fo r  t v ,  t hea te r ,  
dance ,  and a r t  ga l l e r i e s .  Hav i ng  a l ove o f  mus i c  and a r t  i n  a l l  f o rms has  a l l owed h im to  
man i f es t  h i s  c rea t i v i t y  i n  a  w ide range o f  poss i b i l i t i e s .   On t he pho tog raphy s i de o f  t h i ngs ,  
he con t i n uous l y  exp lo res  t he  end less  ways o f  cap t u r i ng  l i g h t  wh i l e  convey i ng  emo t i on  and 
mean i ng  t h rough imagery .

j o h n  c r u z  -  p r o d u c e r
A Sou t he rn  Ca l i f o r n i a  na t i ve ,  John  Cruz  g radua ted f rom Chapman Un i ve r s i t y  i n  2002 w i t h  a  
BFA i n  F i lm  and Te lev i s i on  Produc t i o n .  John  was accep ted to  t he  Amer i can  F i lm  I n s t i t u t e  Con-
se rva to ry  and ea rned an MFA i n  Sc reenwr i t i ng  i n  2005 .  He has  wr i t t e n ,  d i rec ted ,  and p ro-
duced severa l  f i lm  p roduc t i o ns  wh i ch  seve ra l  have sc reened a t  va r i ous  f i lm  fes t i va l s .



p i e t r o  v i l l a n i  -  d i r e c t o r  o f  p h o t o g r a p h y
P ie t ro  i s  a  p roud rec i p i en t  o f  t he  20 1 2  Emerg i ng  C i nema tog raphe r  Award f rom t he ICG Loca l  
600 fo r  “Car jack , ”  wh i c h  a l so  won t he Aud ience & Grand Ju ry  award fo r  bes t  l i ve  ac t i o n  
sho r t  a t  t he  20 1 1  C leve land I n t e r na t i o na l  F i lm  Fes t i va l .   Prev ious  fes t i va l  awards  won i n c l ude 
numerous  f i lms  a l ong w i t h  commerc i a l s  t ha t  have won Addys  and Te l l y s .  Wh i l e  a t  Chapman 
Un i ve r s i t y ,  he  won t he p res t i g i ous  E i n s te i n  Award ( t op f i lmmaker )  a l ong w i t h  t he  Bes t  C i nema-
tog raphy Award fo r  t he  f i lm  “ Papa le ro . ”

P i e t ro  began work i ng  i n  t he  f i lm  i ndus t r y  i n  t he  l a te  90 ’ s .   I n  add i t i o n  to  h i s  on -se t  exper i ence ,  
he began h i s  s t ud i es  a t  Chapman Un i ve r s i t y  where he ea rned a BFA i n  F i lm  and Te lev i s i on  
Produc t i o n  w i t h  an  emphas i s  i n  C i nema tog raphy .

I n  2002 ,  P i e t ro  was accep ted to  t he  Amer i can  F i lm  I n s t i t u t e  Conse rva to ry  as  a C i nema tog ra-
phy  Fe l l ow and g radua ted i n  J une 2004 w i t h  h i s  MFA i n  C i nema tog raphy .  Wh i l e  a t  AF I ,  Pe te  
i n t e r ned under  t he  g rea t  A l l e n  Dav iau  ASC ( E . T. ,  The Co lo r  Pu rp l e ,  Emp i re  o f  t he  Sun ) .

c h i h - h a o  c h e n  -  p r o d u c t i o n  d e s i g n e r
Born  and ra i sed i n  Ta ipe i ,  Ta iwan ,  Ch i h -Hao ' s  as t u te  sense o f  des i gn ,  fo rm ,  and f unc t i o n  
began a t  a  ve ry  young age .   A f t e r  s t udy i ng  Adver t i s i ng  a t  t he  Ch i nese Cu l t u re  Un i ve r s i t y  he 
worked on commerc i a l s ,  mus i c  v i deos ,  s ho r t s ,  and fea t u res .  He con t i n ued to  b roaden h i s  ho-
r i zons  by comp le t i ng  t he  Produc t i o n  Des i gn  MFA p rog ram a t  Dodge Co l l ege (Chapman Un i ve r -
s i t y )  i n  Orange ,  CA .   Soon a f t e r,  Ch i h -Hao app l i ed  h i s  c rea t i v i t y  t o  t he  en te r t a i nmen t  i ndus t r y  
and began to  work  i n  t he  a r t  depar tmen t  w i t h  B ruce Ryan Produc t i o n  Des i gn .  He t rave led 
back and fo r t h  t o  Ta iwan and Ch i na  where he was i nv i t ed to  jo i n  fea t u res  shoo t i ng  as  we l l  
as  on-go i ng  t heme park  des i gn  p ro jec t  f rom t ime to  t ime .

b o o n  s i m  -  c o m p o s e r
Boon i s  a  composer  and sound des i gne r  and works  i n  t he  v i deo game and f i lm  i ndus t r i e s .   
He i s  t he  l e ss  ta l en ted bu t  be t t e r  l ook i ng  ha l f  o f  t he  e l ec t ron i c  mus i c  duo L i onsw im .   He has  
k i d s ,  dogs ,  a  l ov i ng  w i fe ,  and a n i ce  ya rd .   Boon en joys  fan  ma i l  and random g i f t s .   One 
day ,  when t h i s  i s  a l l  ove r,  he w i l l  l ook  back and t h i n k  to  h imse l f  t ha t  t hese rea l l y  were t he ha l -
cyon days .


